Chapter One: The Light in the Fog
In the evening, Lin Zhou carried the last box of books into the little house by the sea. Outside the window, the lighthouse was not yet lit, and the tide was slowly creeping over the stone steps. He opened a blank logbook and wrote on the first page: Starting today, I will keep a light burning for those far away.
[image: 黄昏时分，帆船驶过海边的灯塔]The lighthouse in the bay and the small boat coming home.When the knock came at the door, he was counting old books. His visitor was A Lan, the lighthouse keeper, who brought a rusted brass bell and a hand-drawn sea chart.
“When the fog is thick, the light may not carry far,” A Lan said, “but sound will finish the last stretch of the journey for it.”

She set the brass bell by the window and pointed to Echo Bay on the sea chart.[1] Lin Zhou did not ask who had left the bell behind. He only moved the flowerpot aside and made a place for the little bell.
[1] Echo Bay is a fictional location in this story. Return to the text
Continue reading Chapter Two
Chapter Two: Homecoming
The next morning, sea fog covered the entire bay. Lin Zhou heard a short blast of a whistle in the distance, and so, following the note A Lan had left behind, he did three things:
	Light the lamp by the window.
	Every so often, gently ring the brass bell.
	Wipe the stone steps in front of the door dry.

Before long, a small boat pulled ashore. The old man aboard carried a bundle of letters wrapped in oilcloth. He said these letters had taken a long, roundabout path across the sea, yet had never forgotten the names of their recipients.
Lin Zhou took the letters, and suddenly understood those words: Keep a lamp burning, not so that everyone can see it, but so that the one who is searching knows the shore is here.
In the evening, he wrote on the second page of the logbook: Today, someone made it home safely. Outside the window, the lighthouse lit up right on time.
Return to the beginning of the story
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